March 22, 2021

Mr. BURR. Madam President, I am
going to support the nomination of
Mayor Marty Walsh to be the U.S. Sec-
retary of Labor.

Now, why is a guy from North Caro-
lina here to encourage my colleagues
to vote for the mayor of Boston, MA?
Well, it is quite simple. Mayor Walsh
has the background and skills and the
awareness for the need of balance in
conversations between labor and man-
agement.

He has been a mayor; he has been a
State representative; and he has also
been a union leader. The Department of
Labor serves an immensely important
role in our economy and in the lives of
the American people. Especially in the
midst of a pandemic, with unemploy-
ment at 6.7 percent and 12.6 million
Americans unemployed, this is a job
that needs filling.

But our Nation can’t have a Labor
Secretary that will ever be accused of
being in cahoots with labor or beholden
to management. I have made it clear
that the Labor Secretary’s job is to
play a balanced role and to confront
both, when necessary, for the protec-
tion of the rank-and-file workers.

Mayor Walsh emphasized during his
nomination hearing that he wanted to
work with us collaboratively to help
the American workers improve and ex-
pand opportunities. He respects the im-
portance of job creators and the need
for better coordination of numerous job
training programs.

Mayor Walsh is committed to mak-
ing sure commerce and labor work co-
operatively. He stated that the workers
in a representation election have the
right to listen to both sides. Mayor
Walsh agreed to be responsive to our
oversight requests and to keep us up-
dated on his plans and departmental
actions.

Now, we won’t agree on everything,
but we should be able to find places
that we can agree, in a bipartisan way,
to move forward. I support the nomina-
tion of Mayor Marty Walsh, and I look
forward to working with him. I encour-
age my colleagues to support this nom-
ination as well.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON WALSH NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Walsh nomina-
tion?

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.
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The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI),
and the Senator from Pennsylvania
(Mr. TOOMEY).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HEINRICH). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 68,
nays 29, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 127 Ex.]

YEAS—68
Baldwin Graham Peters
Bennet Grassley Portman
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Blunt Heinrich Romney
Booker Hickenlooper Rosen
Brown Hirono Sanders
Burr Hogven Schatz
Can'twell Kaine Schumer
Capl?o K?Hy Shaheen
Cardin King Si
Carper Klobuchar 1n§ma
Casey Leahy Smith
Cassidy Lee Smb_enow
Collins Lujan Sullivan
Coons Manchin Tester
Cornyn Markey Tillis .
Cortez Masto Marshall Tuberville
Cramer Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy Warnock
Feinstein Murray Warren
Fischer Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
NAYS—29
Barrasso Hyde-Smith Rounds
Boozman Inhofe Rubio
Braun Johnson Sasse
Cotton Kennedy Scott (FL)
Crapo Lankford Scott (SC)
sz Lummis Shelby
Eam;es ﬁc(}onnell Thune
NS oran :
Hagerty Paul ggiﬁ?
Hawley Risch
NOT VOTING—3
Blackburn Murkowski Toomey

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

The majority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TRIBUTE TO JOHN GOODROW

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, all of us
have been sent here by the people of
our States to represent them. I have al-
ways felt a true measure of the quality
of our service is reflected in the kind of
people we hire to help us do these awe-
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some jobs. The people in our State of-
fices, on our frontlines, are critical in
this effort.

John Goodrow is one such public
servant. I hired him in 1987 from his job
at a local radio station. John brought
his radio voice and Vermont sensi-
bility. He has a great sense of humor
and could see the challenges, frustra-
tions, and occasional absurdities of ev-
eryday life in a Senate office. This was
coupled with a determination to serve
all Vermonters.

On March 4 of this year, John
Goodrow marked 34 years as a loyal
and dedicated service. With deep appre-
ciation and respect and more than a
little bit of sadness, I recently in-
formed my staff that John has decided
to retire on March 31.

At the age of 25, John came to my of-
fice scheduling appointments and
events, and serving as my on-the-
ground Vermont press secretary. He
clipped news items in a time when they
were actually cut and copied from
newspapers, and John loved his type-
writer. It was just a few years ago that
he reluctantly let go of the typewriter
in his office. Staff may have even spir-
ited it away when he wasn’t there.

He understood the importance of my
travel throughout our State to meet
with Vermonters, and in his bones, he
knew it how meaningful it was for
Marcelle and me to be home at our
farmhouse in Middlesex.

He fielded the scores of scheduling
requests that came to my office. And
later, as my deputy State director, he
has helped in overseeing an exception-
ally skilled and dedicated staff.

What I also treasured was how direct
John could be with me. When some-
thing was wrong, he let me know. If I
was reluctant to do something he
deemed important, he made his case. In
our jobs, we are frequently surrounded
by people who are too quick to flatter.
That was never a problem with John
and something I always valued.

John has been a valuable resource
and coach to countless staff members
and interns over the years. His institu-
tional memory, his good judgment and
steadiness of purpose, and his connec-
tions to Vermonters across our State
are unmatched. His droll sense of
humor, including practical jokes, and
his gifted storytelling can take you
back many years, including back to
every one of my campaigns. And his
empathy and compassion for others is a
gift.

Marcelle and I value John’s friend-
ship, his loyalty, and his dedication to
helping those in need. We have watched
his family grow and prosper as he and
Mary Ellen raised their two boys, Joe
and Jamie.

While we will miss his booming voice
when we walk down the hall of the Bur-
lington office, we will take comfort in
knowing that voice will continue to be
heard at Centennial Field as baseball
season begins anew.

Marcelle and I congratulate John for
all he has accomplished, we commend
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